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J.S. Bach Competition

Fi昀琀h Anniversary Gala Concert
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7:00 PM 

St. Luke in the Fields Episcopal Church, NY

Presented by  

Gotham Early Music Scene, Inc. 
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Program 

 

Nina Bernat 

double bass 

 Suite No. 6 in D Major, BWV 1012 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Prelude, Allemande, Courante, Sarabande, Gavotte I / II, Gigue

Lun Li and Tianyou Ma 

violins

David Belkovski 

harpsichord

 Partita VI in D Major Heinrich Ignaz Franz Biber (1644-1704) 

 Harmonia arti昀椀cioso-ariosa, No. 6, C67 

Praeludium. Adagio – Allegro,  Aria - Variatio I-XIII, Finale. Adagio - Allegro

Rachell Ellen Wong 

violin

 Violin Concerto in D Minor, BWV 1052R J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Allegro, Adagio, Allegro

Twel昀琀h Night Ensemble 
David Belkovski, harpsichord; Carmen Johnson-Pájaro, violin 

Juliette Greer, violin; Andrew Gonzalez, viola; Coleman Itzko昀昀, cello 

吀栀e Program will be performed without Intermission

Lillian and Maurice Barbash  
J.S. Bach Competition

Fi昀琀h Anniversary Gala Concert
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Nina Bernat 
double bass

–
Double bassist Nina Bernat, acclaimed 

for her interpretive maturity, 

expressive depth, and technical 

clarity, emerges onto the world stage 

with awards and accolades, thrilling 

audiences everywhere.

吀栀is year, Nina is honored as a 
recipient of the Avery Fisher 

Career Grant and winner of the 

CAG Elmaleh Competition. 

Recent First Prizes include the 

2022 Lillian and Maurice Barbash 

J.S. Bach Competition, the 

Minnesota Orchestra Young Artist Competition, the Juilliard Double 

Bass Competition, and the 2019 International Society of Bassists Solo 

Competition. She was also named a Bowers Program Artist at the Chamber 

Music Society of Lincoln Center for their 2024-2027 seasons. 

Engaged in all aspects of double bass performance, in 2019 she was 

invited to perform as guest principal bassist with the Israel Philharmonic 

Orchestra, serving under the batons of András Schi昀昀 and Osmo Vänskä. 
Among her notable chamber performances are appearances with the Jupiter 

Symphony Chamber Players, Bridgehampton Chamber Music Series, and 

Mostly Music. Nina has participated in both the Marlboro Music Festival 

and the Lake Champlain Music Festival for the 2022 and 2023 seasons. She 

returned to the 2023 Grace Note Farm Summer Music Festival in Rhode 

Island for her third season, as both performer and co-organizer.  Nina’s 

2023-2024 season includes a concerto debut with the Minnesota Orchestra 

and performances as guest principal of the Oslo Philharmonic. Nina 

performs on an instrument passed down from her father, Mark Bernat, 

attributed to Guadagnini.
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Lun Li 
violin

–
Lun Li is a violinist committed 

to creating thought-provoking, 

boundary-pushing concert experiences 

for contemporary audiences around 

the world. A native of Shanghai who 

is currently based in New York, Lun 

won First Prize in the 2021 Young 

Concert Artists Susan Wadsworth 

International Auditions, and was 

named John French Violin Chair at 

YCA. Additionally, he is also the 

joint winner of the First Prize at the 

2021 Lillian and Maurice Barbash J.S. 

Bach Competition. Recently, he was named a Bowers Program Artist at the 

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center for their 2024-2027 seasons. 

Lun has appeared on major musical stages around the world, including 

Helsinki Music Centre, Konzerthaus Berlin, Wiener Konzerthaus, and 

Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center. In the 22-23 Season, he made his solo 

recital debut in New York’s Merkin Concert Hall at Kaufman Music Center 

and at the Kennedy Center in Washington D. C. and his concerto debut at 

Lincoln Center.

An avid chamber musician, he has performed at the Marlboro Music 

Festival, and the Verbier Music Festival Academy. 

Lun holds degrees from the Curtis Institute of Music (BM’20) and 吀栀e 
Juilliard School (MM’22). His mentors include Ida Kava昀椀an, Catherine Cho, 
and Joseph Lin. He is currently pursuing an artist diploma at 吀栀e Juilliard 
School under the tutelage of Catherine Cho. 

Lun plays on the Stradivarius “Samazeuilh” 1735 violin, on generous loan 

from the Nippon Music Foundation.
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Tianyou Ma 
violin

–
Violinist, Tianyou Ma has been a 

prize winner in numerous prestigious 

international competitions, 

including the 2021 Lillian and Maurice 

Barbash J.S. Bach Competition 

(Joint Grand Prize) , the Singapore 

International Violin Competition 

(Bach Prize), the Sendai International 

Music Competition, 吀栀e Menuhin 
International Violin Competition 

(Bach Prize) and the Postacchini 

Competition.

Tianyou has performed as a soloist 

with orchestras including the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Sendai 

Philharmonic Orchestra, Webern Kammerphilharmonie, Stuttgart 

Chamber Orchestra, London Doctors’ Orchestra, Adelaide Youth 

Orchestra, and Yehudi Menuhin School Orchestra. He has performed 

as a soloist and a chamber musician in many countries in Europe, 

Asia, the USA, and Oceania. He has spent his summers studying at the 

Verbier Festival Academy, Gstaad and International Summer Academy 

(Internationale Sommerakademie der mdw). 

Tianyou began studies at the Elder Conservatorie of Music in Adelaide, 

Australia in 2010, when he was awarded a full scholarship to study with 

Keith Crellin. Since 2014, Tianyou attended 吀栀e Yehudi Menuhin School in 
the U.K. where he studied with Diana Galvydyte. He was also awarded a full 

scholarship covering all his living fees from the Music and Dance Scheme in 

the U.K. from 2016 – 2019. Tianyou studied with Pamela Frank and Shmuel 

Ashkenasi at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia from 2019-2023.. 

Tianyou is now pursuing his Masters Degree with Catherine Cho at the 

Juilliard School.  He is the recipient of a Kovner Fellowship.
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Rachell Ellen Wong 
violin

–
吀栀e inaugural winner of the Lillian 
and Maurice Barbash J.S. Bach 

Competition, violinist Rachell Ellen 

Wong made history in 2020 when she 

was awarded the prestigious Avery 

Fisher Career Grant, becoming the 

only baroque artist in the program’s 
history to receive the honor. Her 

exceptional blend of technical 

virtuosity on gut strings, expressive 

musicianship, and understanding 

of period performance practices has 

garnered international critical acclaim and a dedicated following.

With performances across 昀椀ve continents, she has established herself as 
one of the leading historical performers of her generation, collaborating 

with esteemed ensembles such as the Academy of Ancient Music, Jupiter 

Ensemble, Bach Collegium Japan, 吀栀e English Concert, and Les Arts 
Florissants, among others. Equally accomplished on the modern violin, has 
performed as a soloist with orchestras such as Orquesta Sinfónica Nacional 
de Panamá, Orquesta Sinfónica de Costa Rica, and the Seattle Symphony.  
Currently, she serves as concertmaster of the Seattle Baroque Orchestra.

Alongside the exceptional conductor and keyboardist David Belkovski, 

Rachell is co-founder of her ensemble Twel昀琀h Night, which will be making 
its Carnegie Hall debut in May 2024.

Rachell holds degrees from 吀栀e Juilliard School, Indiana University, and 
the University of Texas at Austin. Originally from the Paci昀椀c Northwest, 
she lives in New York City with her partner and two bunnies. For more 

information about Rachell, please visit her website at www.rachellwong.com



For these and other o�erings, visit gemsny.org

GOTHAM EARLY MUSIC SCENE’S

MIDTOWN 
CONCERTS

@MIDTOWN CONCERTS

2023~2024 SEASON

DEC. 7 In Nomine Ensemble

New Sounds, Old Notes

DEC. 14 Artis Wodehouse

Music in the 19th-Century  
American Parlor: The Melodeon  
and Cottage Organ

DEC. 21 Concordian Dawn

Veni, Redemptor Gencium

DEC. 28 Nathan Whittaker and  
Nathaniel Chase

The Odd Couple: Lindley and 
Dragonetti

JAN. 4 Angelica Women’s  
Chamber Choir

A Battle of the Sexes: Italian  
Composers from 1300 to 1800

JAN. 11 Members of La forza delle  
stelle | Baroque Orchestra

Une femme | due donne | a woman

JAN. 18 Emericus Ensemble

Tonos y canciones

JAN. 25 Schwarz / Shin Duo

Treasures of the High Baroque:  
Bach Sonatas for Violin & Harpsichord

FEB. 1 Silentwoods Collective

Playing with Fire

FEB. 8 Julia Bengtsson ~  
Baroque Dancer

Dances In French, English and  
Spanish Style

FEB. 15 Orhan Memed

A Musical Banquet:  
150 years of English keyboard music

FEB. 22 Abendmusik

Living Dangerously:  
Strings on Fire in 17th Century Italy

FEB. 29 Amelia Sie ~ violin

Italian Virtuosity from the  
1600–1800’s

MAR. 7 Filigree Ensemble

In Praise of Mother Mary

MAR. 14 Brian Mummert and  
Margaret Carpenter Haigh

Solo Bach Cantatas for Lent

MAR. 21 Passeri Quartet

Dedication

MAR. 28 Theotokos

Marenzio: Salve Regina

APR. 4 Jonathan Salamon ~ 
harpsichord

Beyond the Canon: Pachelbel ’s  
Keyboard Music on Harpsichord

APR. 11 Quartet Salonnières

The Death of Mozart

APR. 18 Nuova Pratica

The American Baroque

APR. 25 Partimenti

From Court to Country

MAY 2 Le tre grazia a venere

Musica Secreta

MAY 9 Arrow Quartet

Music of the Melting Pot

MAY 16 Opera Essentia

From He� to Antigone:  
A Handel Disti�ation

MAY 23 Caroline Nicolas ~  
viola da gamba

Gamba Rivalry

MAY 30 The Berwick Fiddle Consort

Money in Both Pockets: Trad Baroque  
From the Old and New Worlds

JUN. 6 Relic

Autumn Rising

JUN. 13 The Academy Players

La Gamme

Concerts are 45 minutes in length.

Free Concerts Every 
Thursday at 1:15 pm

St. Malachy’s Church

239 W. 49th St., New York City 

& Online
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Learn more about the Consort
202.429.2121 | bachconsort.org

�e Lillian and Maurice Barbash

J.S. Bach Competition

Karisa Chiu • violin

Giorgi Mardaleishvili • viola

Youjin Lee • violin

Emmanuel Coppey • violin

Sory Park • violin

Congratulations 2023 Finalists!

Dana Marsh, Artistic Director

Washington Bach Consort

 bachconsort.org
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Bach’s   Magnificat  
Christen  ätzet diesen Tag, bwv 63
•    Saturday, December 9, 2023 at 4pm   

First Presbyterian Church, Allentown

•    Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 4pm    

  Livestream option           
First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem

Unite in the joyous celebration of Bach’s Magnificat and 
Christen ätzet diesen Tag, BWV 63. Both written in 1723, these 
masterpieces are in turn devout, playful, ebullient, and full of 
infectious and rhapsodic joy. The music resonates through  
centuries, bringing us together in shared history and vibrant 
musical traditions. 

This season we add a new dimension to our carol-singing  
tradition. We’re excited to feature a new carol composed just 
for our Christmas concerts. Get ready to join in singing new  
and beloved carols at the conclusion of the performance. Dive 
into the heart of holiday tradition with us and embrace the joy 
of the Christmas spirit through the universal language of music.

  Consider sharing the Bethlehem Christmas concert with 

friends and family with our livestream option. A wonderful  

gift – or an option for those not able to join us in person. 

You Belong . . . Connect at this joyous  
Christmas Concert!

Tickets: BACH.org/tickets  
• 610-866-4382 x. 115/110

1898–2023

125

Molly Quinn 
 soprano

Jessica Beebe 
soprano

Luthien Brackett 
alto

Dann Coakwell  
tenor

Edmund Milly 
bass
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ALL-BACH NEW YEAR’S EVE

The venerable Amor Artis chamber choir and New York City’s 

昀椀nest Baroque instrumentalists present a festive program of some of 
Bach’s most resplendent music, including his motet Singet dem Herrn, 

the New Year’s portions of the Christmas Oratorio, the “Dona Nobis 

Pacem” from the Mass in B Minor, and, of course, Auld Lang Syne. 

Amor Artis is delighted to feature the 2022 Grand Prize winner of 
the Lillian and Maurice Barbash J.S. Bach Competition, bassist 

Nina Bernat. 

Join us to ring in the New Year with the music of J.S. Bach! But 
first, Amor Artis opens its 2023-2024 season on Sunday December 3 
with An Amor Artis Holiday, an immersive program with repertoire 

spanning ten centuries. Get your tickets today!

SUNDAY DECEMBER 31, 7:30PM

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY

TICKETS: $65 Premium Reserved Seating / $50 Reserved Seating



The Island Symphony Bach Festival

Featuring guest soloist, Violinist Emmanuel Coppey 

Grand Prize Winner of the 2023  

Lillian and Maurice Barbash J.S. Bach Competition 

Sunday January 28, 2024  

(Snow Date: February 4)

2:00 PM 

Admission $15 / Students $5 

Tickets at the Door

St. Peter’s By-the-Sea Episcopal Church 

500 South Country Road, Bay Shore

info@islandsymphony.org

Music Director: Eric R. Stewart



The Harbour Club Honors 

Murray and Lillian Barbash 

for their enduring  

support of the Arts.



It is the special province of 
 music to move the heart. 

J. S. Bach 

We proudly support the 2023  

Lillian and Maurice Barbash J.S. Bach Competition

and wish all musicians the best of luck!

certilmanbalin.com

Banking/Commercial Lending | Bankruptcy & Debtor/Creditor Rights | Corporate/Securities | Condominium & Cooperative | Elder Law  

Environmental | Estate & Tax Planning/Probate Law & Estate Administration | Labor Relations & Employment Law | Litigation | Land Use & Zoning 

Nonprofit/Tax Exempt/Religious Organizations | Mediation | Real Property Tax Certiorari & Condemnation | Real Estate | Telecommunications



Congratulations  
to all the  

participants 

Michael Gross & 

Barbara Grossman



Congratulations to all the  
musicians honored in the program.  

Special thank you to the  

Barbash Family for their support of  
Arts, Music, and Medicine.

j
Alan R. Hartman, MD



It is with great joy and pride that 

 

 

 

 

Honors and salutes 

the exceptional legacy 

and the remarkable gifts 

of 

LILLIAN AND MURRAY BARBASH 

 



B�t wishes  
to the  

Barbash Family

Sam & Amy Wood



With love and gratitude,

Anne N. Brigis
President & Chief Executive Officer

Paul Craco
Chief Volunteer Officer

LILLIAN & MURRAY
BARBASH

They gave life, arts and love to the Y, and lived

happier and healthier lives in return!

To the first family of the Y and the Arts:



 

Of昀椀cial Konditor  
of the  

Lillian and Maurice Barbash  
J.S. Bach Competition

viennacookiecompany.com



Event Sponsors

Portfolio Strategy Group  •  J.P Morgan Chase  •  Harbour Club LLC 

Bruce Allardice

Micky Alpert

John Altieri, JMA Industries
Steve Bard

Jenny Bil昀椀eld
Donna and Bill Bondy

Virginia Bromberg

Reynard Burns

Madeleine H. Burnside

Mary Carlson 

Daniel Chess

Ping Chong

Carolyn Dahab

Je昀昀 and Monica Elmer
Merry Fisher

Barbara Fishkind

Christine Fitzgerald and Barry Toiv

Alison Friedman

David Friend and Nancy Paulsen

Steven Goodman, MD

Byram Karanjia

Norman and Wendy Kay

Robert Kertzner, MD

Robert and Maria Like

Sharon Like

Tim Mulcahy

Jonathan Newmark, MD

Terry Nigrelli

Gary and Janet Sheldon

Nina Wol昀昀 and Norm Greenspan 

Susan Feder and Todd Gordon 

Lukas Violins

Howard and Wendy Blank 

Jeanne Cacciabaudo, MD 

James and Cynthia Dempsey 

Ted and Eve Friedman 

Kitty King 

Lawrence Levy and Freda Wagner 

Rechler Equities 
Sterling Floor Designs Ltd. 

Laura Walker and Bert Wells

Legacy Donors

Contributors

Certilman Balin

Cathy Barbash

Susan Barbash

Barbara Grossman  
and Michael Gross

Alan Hartman, MD

Bruce Lonie

Northwell Health

Mark Schonberger  
and Nadine Shaoul

Sherman Advertising

Staller Associates Inc Trust

Stanford 吀栀ompson

Sandra Wheeler

Jerome Weiner, MD

Sam Wood, Inc. 
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2019

Lawrence Dutton

Matthew Lipman

Colin M. Carr

Wolfram Koessel

Yeou-Cheng Ma

2020

Philip Setzer

Stanely Ritchie

Stephanie Chase

Colin M. Carr

Tanya Tomkins

2021

Eugene Drucker

Arthur Haas

Robert Mealy

Marilyn McDonald

Colin M. Carr

2022

Ida Kava昀椀an

Phoebe Carrai

Colin M. Carr

Arthur Haas

Robert Mealy

2023

Ani Kava昀椀an

Daniel Stepner

Cynthia Robert

Colin M. Carr

Arthur Haas

吀栀ank You to Our Esteemed Jurors

j
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吀栀is competition honors the memory of  

Lillian and Maurice “Murray” Barbash  

for their lifelong support of the arts.   

No couple took more joy from  

promoting classical music.

�



50 Main Street, Suite 1280  |  White Plains, NY 10606  

tel  914.288.4900  |  email  jboubli@thePSG.com

F
or more than 30 years, The Portfolio  

Strategy Group has provided individuals 

and their families with comprehensive 

financial guidance and an institutional  

approach to investment management. 

We think of ourselves as The Family Behind  

Your Family, tailoring goals-based plans  

to suit your unique needs and objectives.  

Our experienced leadership team can help  

orchestrate your financial life so you can  

relax and enjoy the music.

To find out more about how we can help you  

and your family achieve your financial goals, 

please contact: Jacques E. Boubli, CFP®,  

Managing Director and Chief Compliance Officer.

�e Portfolio Strategy Group 
is proud to support the

Lillian & 
Maurice Barbash 

J.S. Bach Competition


