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Eurasia Consort

Mausic of the Buddhist Paradise

Tomoko Sugawara ~ kugo & harp — Rex Benincasa ~ hokyo, glockenspiel, & ha
Ling Tang ~ dance

Jiangfu

Anonymous

Lady of Changsha
Scattering Golden Sand
Water Drum

Sogdian Dialogue
Contemplation

Tilted Cup of Music
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

This performance is Eurasia Consort’s celebration of music with kugo harp, hokyo glockenspiel, and
dance. At the end of Northwest China there is the city of Dunhuang. Dunhuang was one of the most
important cities on the Silk Road. In 1900, manuscripts were discovered in the caves there. They include a
treasure of documents including religious and historical texts, mathematics and music. The extraordinary
trove of music and dance manuscripts was made during the Tang Dynasty (7th—9th centuries). During the
last century scholars from Japan, China, and England began to transcribe them into modern notations.
Today’s concert includes Tang music transcribed by Chinese scholar, Chen Yingshi. Some works are dance
music of the Sogdian people; some are in the repertoire of the Tang court. The kugo replica was made in
2008, and the hokyo was made in 2022 using original instruments as models from the 7th—9th centuries of
the Japanese emperot's treasure house, the Shosoin.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Tomoko Sugawara, kugo & harp, studied harp at Tokyo University of the Arts and cultural history at
Seijo University. Since 1991 she has performed on the kugo and has researched and performed concerts in
New York supported by an Asian Cultural Council grant. In 2013 she founded the Eurasia Consort. In
2018 and 2019, she visited the Shanghai Conservatory of Music as a visiting researcher where she
researched Tang Dynasty music and taught the kugo. Tomoko enjoys harps from the East & West,
including the kugo, Renaissance harp and Baroque triple harp.

Rex Benincasa, hokyo, glockenspiel & ha, is a world music specialist. As a drummer and percussionist, he
has performed with ALBA Consort, Ensemble Caprice, The Bishop’s Band, Seraphic Fire, the Sebastians,
Flamenco Latino, Carlota Santana Spanish Dance, Zorongo Flamenco Dance, the Grammy Orchestra, and
the Merce Cunningham Dance Company. He has recorded CDs and movie soundtracks for numerous
artists including Philip Glass, Sesame Street, NFL Films, Angelica Women’s Chamber Choir, and the Ivory
Consort. Broadway appearances include Fosse, The Full Monty, Flower Drum Song, Man Of La Mancha, Dirty
Rotten Scoundrels, Hairspray, The Color Purple, Billy Elliot, and Motown among many others.

Ling Tang is a New York-based dancer, educator, and arts manager. With professional training in
traditional Chinese and contemporary dance, she has performed globally, including at the Kennedy Center
and Smithsonian Institute. She received the 2021 NYSCA/NYFA Artist Fellowship in Folk/Traditional
Arts. She currently teaches Chinese dance and arts through Flushing Town Hall and Young Audiences
New York and has consulted on various cultural exchange projects for the Asian Cultural Council,
National Dance Institute, and others. Ling holds an M.A. in arts administration from Columbia University,
and a B.A. in dance and intercultural performing arts from the University of Maryland College Park.

Next Week: Caroline Nicolas and Jeffrey Grossman
All in the Family

Support Midtown Concerts!
Point your phone at the QR code to make your donation.



MUSIC OF THE BUDDHIST PARADISE
PROGRAM NOTES

Jiangfu (hokyo/glockenspiel solo)

Many types of people moved on the Silk Road. The Chinese brought silk to the West, but the most
important merchants were Sogdian, an Iranian ethnic group in Central Asia. They controlled the traffic in
goods including music and musical instruments. Jiangfu is from the Sogdian repertoire.

Lady of Changsha (with dance)

There is no known reference to this piece in historical literature. However, some scholars say it was
probably a song about a female dancer referred to as the Chang sha Maiden who was active at the Tan
prefecture.

Scattering Golden Sand
Emperor Xuanzong founded an Imperial music academy for women. Scattering Golden Sand was one of
the musical works performed by the academy.

Water Drum (kugo/harp solo)
This piece was also from the Tang Imperial music academy repertoire. It was found only in the Dunhuang
manuscripts, not in later Japanese ones.

Sogdian Dialogue (with dance)
Sogdians loved music, dancing and drinking wine. We imagine this piece showing the famous Sogdian
Whirls dance.

Contemplation
This piece was also included in the repertoire of the Tang Imperial academy. Like Water Drum, it is found
only in Dunhuang manuscripts and not in those from Japan.

Tilted Cup of Music (with dance)

This music is also from the Sogdians. The illustration associated with Tilted Cut of Music shows a cheerful
drinking wine scene and is from the repertoire of Tang period banquet music. This piece also survives in
Japanese manuscripts.



